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Mathematics Session 1
Directions
Today you will take a test in mathematics. For this test, you will answer selected-response and 
constructed-response questions. Some of the questions may look different from test questions 
you have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is important  
to do your best. If you are not sure of the answer to a question, you should still try to answer it. 
You may NOT use a calculator to answer the questions in this session.
 
414074 Cluster - Henrietta and Marcus Running  414077 Shared Stimulus - Henrietta and Marcus Running

Use the information below to answer questions 1 and 2.

Henrietta and Marcus went running on Saturday.
Henrietta ran a total of 12.5 miles in 2.5 hours. She burned a total of 1,515 calories while 
running. Assume that Henrietta burned the same number of calories each hour while running. 
Marcus also ran for 2.5 hours. He burned a total of 1,887.5 calories while running. Assume that 
Marcus burned the same number of calories each hour.

414079 Choice - Henrietta and Marcus Running

1. Which question cannot be answered with the given information?

A What was the average rate, in miles per hour, at which Henrietta ran?

B What was the average rate, in miles per hour, at which Marcus ran?

C How many more calories per hour did Marcus burn than Henrietta?

D How many calories did Henrietta and Marcus burn in all?

414094 Choice - Henrietta and Marcus Running

2. Henrietta claims this expression represents the average rate, in calories per hour, of 
calories she burned while running.

Does Henrietta’s expression represent this average rate?

A Yes.

B No, she should use  instead of her expression.

C No, she should use  instead of her expression.

D No, she should use  instead of her expression.
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412060 Choice - 

3. The equation  gives the values of y in the table when the value for x is 1, 2, 3, or 4.

x y

1 4

2 7

3 10

4 13

Which statement best describes the value of y if the value of x continues to increase by 1?

A The value of y increases by 3.

B The value of y increases by 1.

C The value of y decreases by 1.

D The value of y decreases by 3.

551449 Composite - 

4. This net can be folded along the dashed line segments to form a three-dimensional figure.

2 in.

2 in.2 in.

2 in. 2 in.

2 in.2 in.

2 in.

a. What figure is made when the net is folded? Use words or numbers to explain your 
answer.

b. What is the surface area, in square inches, of the figure made in part (a)? Use words or 
numbers to explain your answer.
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STOP

412455 Choice - 

5. This list shows data values increasing in order.

33, 40, 40, 40, 40, 51,   ?  , 62, 71,   ?  

Two data values are missing.

Which measures can be determined from the data without the missing numbers?

A the mean and the range

B the mode and the range

C the median and the mean

D the median and the mode
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Mathematics Session 2
Directions
Today you will take a test in mathematics. For this test, you will answer selected-response and 
constructed-response questions. Some of the questions may look different from test questions 
you have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is important 
to do your best. If you are not sure of the answer to a question, you should still try to answer it. 
You MAY use a calculator to answer the questions in this session.
 
408317 Choice - 

6. Mr. Brown asked Susan to write a statistical question. This is the question Susan wrote.

How many children does Mr. Brown have?

Did Susan write a statistical question?

A Yes, because the answer is a number.

B No, because the question is written for only one person to answer.

C Yes, because there will be variability in the data collected from this question.

D No, because there will be no variability in the data collected from this question.

412115 Choice - 

7. The highest point in New Mexico is Wheeler Peak at an altitude of 13,161 feet. Which 
statement can be used to describe a, the altitude, in feet, of any other location in New 
Mexico?

A 

B 

C 

D 



6
eMPower_ME_17-18_G6_RID

GO ON

Session 2 Grade 6 Mathematics
400695 Choice - 

8. Lucy traced each face of a three-dimensional shape. The faces she traced are shown.

Which three-dimensional shape did Lucy trace?

A 

B 

C 

D 
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STOP

414013 Choice - 

9. Jill claims that since 3 and 4 are common factors of 24 and 36, 12 must also be a common 
factor of 24 and 36.
Roger claims that since 3 and 6 are common factors of 24 and 36, 18 must also be a 
common factor of 24 and 36.
Which statement best describes their claims?

A Only Jill is correct.

B Only Roger is correct.

C Both Jill and Roger are correct.

D Neither Jill nor Roger is correct.

400189 Choice - 

10. Ben has d dollars. Sally has 3 dollars less than Ben.
Which expression represents the amount of money that Sally has?

A 

B 

C 

D 
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Reading
Directions
Today you will take a test in reading. For this test, you will read passages and then answer 
questions about the passages. Some of the questions may look different from test questions you 
have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is important to do 
your best. If you are not sure of the answer to a question, you should still try to answer it.

599937 Cluster - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie_Spr18_CORE  407588 Shared Stimulus - 

You will now read two passages and answer the questions that follow. Some of the questions may ask 
you to compare the two passages. 

This passage tells about a contest between Zaki and his older brother, Farid.

Passage 1

Zaki’s Challenge
by Pam Sandlin

 1  Zaki took a deep breath and let it out slowly. When his lungs felt comfortable, he dived 
beneath the water. Looking up, he could see the bright sun glinting on the water’s surface.

 2  Soon, Zaki thought, I shall be able to hold my breath as long as Farid. Then I, too, shall be able 
to dive for pearls and bring wealth to our family.

 3  With lungs burning, he quickly surfaced and gasped for breath. Zaki was small for his 
twelve years, and he resented being treated as a child. Farid, his older brother, had been 
looked upon as a man long before he was Zaki’s age.

 4  Now, every day as the sun warmed the Arabian Gulf, Farid and the other young Bahraini 
men went out in their wooden boats, called dhows, to dive for oysters. With luck, there 
would be pearls in many of them. Each pearl earned a bonus for the man who found it. 
Many times Zaki begged to go along, but Farid always refused to let him.

 5  “You?” Farid would laugh. “First, small one, you have to become larger than the oyster!” 
Still laughing, Farid would go his manly way, leaving Zaki bitter and angry.

 6  So every day Zaki would go to the shallow water to practice. His grandfather, a former 
diver, would watch him and advise him. All morning, Zaki would practice diving beneath the 
waves. Every afternoon, again and again he would go underwater and hold his breath. With 
each day’s practice, his diving improved and he could hold his breath a little while longer.

 7  Soon Zaki felt as much at home in the water as he did out of it. Now, if only Farid would 
take him seriously.

 8  Tomorrow will be the day, Zaki decided. Tomorrow I shall challenge Farid. When I can stay 
beneath the waves longer than he, the whole village will know I am a man. Zaki waded to the 
shore, his mind focused on the next day.

 9  He rose early the next morning. Even so, he had to hurry to catch up with Farid, who was 
already on the beach.
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 10  “Farid, wait!” called Zaki. “I must speak to you.”
 11  In the stillness of the morning his voice carried clearly. The group of men around Farid 

grew quiet as Zaki spoke.
 12  “Farid, I say that I can hold my breath under the water as long as you can. If I win, I ask 

only that you treat me as a man and let me dive by your side.”
 13  The men of the village gasped and began to laugh. Zaki silently waited for his brother to 

answer.
 14  Farid looked amused. “And what happens, young brother, when you lose?”
 15  At the word when instead of if, Zaki lost his temper.
 16  He shouted, “I will not lose!” He took a breath. “But if I should, I promise not to ask to go 

with you for a full year!”
 17  “Then it will be worth it not to listen to your pleading,” said Farid dryly. “When will this 

contest begin?”
 18  “Now,” replied Zaki. “Let us go into the Gulf. The men of the village are here to judge.”
 19  Farid looked surprised, but with all of his friends looking on, he had little choice but to agree.
 20  Zaki and Farid waded out into the sea until it was deep enough for them to dive. One of 

the men counted slowly to ten to give the brothers time to regulate their breathing. Then, 
at a signal, both dived beneath the waves. Zaki opened his eyes and found himself looking 
into his brother’s face. Farid was smiling with confidence. That smile made Zaki even more 
determined to win.

 21  Seconds ticked by slowly with neither brother moving toward the surface. Slowly, too, the 
smile was fading from Farid’s face. Zaki knew that his brother had not been expecting any 
serious competition. As more seconds passed and turned into a minute, a frown appeared 
on Farid’s face. Soon the frown turned into a worried look. Farid was realizing that Zaki 
could possibly beat him.

 22  Looking into Farid’s eyes, Zaki suddenly understood what losing could mean to his 
brother. Never would the villagers allow him to live it down. He would be teased and 
tormented about losing to a mere child.

 23  Zaki’s throat felt tight, but his lungs had not yet begun to burn. He still had time before he 
must surface, but the strain was showing on Farid’s face.

 24  Zaki reached out, touched his brother’s hand, and smiled. Almost without thinking, Zaki 
kicked his feet and rose to the surface of the water a second before Farid’s head appeared 
beside him.

 25  The men around them cheered and patted Farid on the back. Farid, however, put his arm 
around Zaki’s shoulders.

 26  “Today,” Farid announced, “we shall have a new diver among us.” Then quietly, for Zaki’s 
ears alone, he said, “Thank you, my brother.” And Zaki knew that they both had learned that 
it takes more than strength to make a man.

“Zaki’s Challenge” by Pam Sandlin. Copyright © Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.
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407212 Shared Stimulus - 

This passage is about a water nymph who longs to be something else.

Passage 2

CLYTIE
by Flora J. Cooke

 1  CLYTIE was a beautiful little water nymph who lived in a cave at the bottom of the sea. 
The walls of the cave were covered with pearls and shells. The floor was made of sand as 
white as snow.

 2  There were many chairs of amber with soft mossy cushions. On each side of the cave-
opening was a great forest of coral. Back of the cave were Clytie’s gardens.

 3  Here were the sea anemones, starfish and all kinds of seaweed.
 4  In the garden grotto were her horses. These were the gentlest goldfish and dolphins.
 5  The ocean fairies loved Clytie and wove her dresses of softest green sea lace.
 6  With all these treasures Clytie should have been happy, but she was not. She had once 

heard a mermaid sing of a glorious light which shone on the top of the water.
 7  She could think of nothing else, but longed day and night to know more of the wonderful 

light.
 8  No ocean fairy dared take her to it, and she was afraid to go alone.
 9  One day she was taking her usual ride in her shell carriage. The water was warm and the 

dolphins went so slowly that Clytie soon fell asleep. On and on they went, straight towards 
the light, until they came to an island.

 10  As the waves dashed the carriage against the shore Clytie awoke. She climbed out of the 
shell and sat down upon a large rock. She had never seen the trees and flowers.

 11  She had never heard the birds chirping or the forest winds sighing.
 12  She had never known the perfume of the flowers or seen the dew on the grass.
 13  In wonder, she saw a little boy and girl near her and heard them say, “Here it comes! Here 

it comes!”
 14  As she looked away in the east she saw the glorious light that she had so longed for. In its 

midst, in a golden chariot, sat a wonderful king.
 15  The king smiled and instantly the birds began to sing, the plants unfolded their buds, and 

even the old sea looked happy.
 16  Clytie sat on the rock all day long and wished that she might be like the great kind king.
 17  She wept when he entered the land of the sunset and she could see him no longer. 

She went home, but she could scarcely wait until the morning. Very early the next day her 
swiftest goldfish carried her to the rock.



12
eMPower_ME_17-18_G6_RID

GO ON

Grade 6 Reading

 18  After this, she came every day, wishing more and more to be like the great kind king. 
One evening as she was ready to go home, she found that she could not move her feet. 
She leaned out over the sea and knew that she had her wish. Instead of a water nymph a 
beautiful sunflower looked back at her from the water.

 19  Her yellow hair had become golden petals, her green lace dress had turned into leaves 
and stems, and her little feet had become roots which fastened her to the ground.

 20  The good king the next day sent her into many countries, into dry and sandy places, that 
the people might be made happy by looking at her bright face, so like his own.

“CLYTIE” from Nature Myths and Stories for Little Children by Flora J. Cooke. In the public domain.
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407603 Choice - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

1. What does paragraph 5 in Passage 1 reveal about the brothers’ relationship?

A Farid wants to make Zaki laugh.

B Farid enjoys Zaki’s brotherly admiration.

C Zaki is jealous of Farid’s reputation for finding pearls.

D Zaki’s feelings toward Farid cause Zaki to practice more.

407683 Choice - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

2. In Passage 1, why is Zaki’s grandfather a good choice to watch and advise Zaki?

A He is Zaki’s closest relative.

B He is an experienced diver.

C Farid asked him to help Zaki.

D The village men expect him to help.

407638 Choice - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

3. In paragraph 18 of Passage 1, what is the effect of the tone created by Zaki’s choice of the 
words “Now” and “Let us go”?

A It emphasizes how serious Zaki is about winning the contest.

B It reveals why Zaki’s grandfather is helping Zaki.

C It casts doubt on Zaki’s ability to achieve success.

D It makes the reader question Zaki’s motives.

413445 Choice - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

4. How would paragraphs 21 and 22 in Passage 1 be different if they were told from Farid’s 
point of view?

A The reader would understand how Farid is able to hold his breath for so long.

B The reader would know what Farid was going to say when he surfaced.

C The reader would know what Farid was planning to do if he won the contest.

D The reader would understand why the smile was fading from Farid’s face.



14
eMPower_ME_17-18_G6_RID

GO ON

Grade 6 Reading
413469 Extended Text - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

5. In Passage 1, Zaki changes in more than one way over the course of the passage. Think 
about Zaki’s transformation in terms of his thoughts, his emotions, and his actions. 
Describe at least two ways that Zaki changes and why. Be sure to use details from the 
passage to support your response.

413439 Choice - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

6. In paragraph 12 of Passage 2, what does the phrase “the perfume of the flowers” reveal 
about Clytie?

A She thinks the flowers smell wonderful.

B She thinks the flowers smell strange.

C She thinks the flowers resemble her own gardens.

D She thinks that she is dreaming.

413454 Composite - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question.

7. In Passage 2, how has Clytie changed by the end of the story?

A She has become the new ruler of the sky.

B She has found happiness on land in a new form.

C She has learned to appreciate her underwater home.

D She has become bitter and upset about her situation.

Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

A “With all these treasures Clytie should have been happy.”

B “After this, she came every day, wishing more and more to be like the great 
kind king.”

C “She leaned out over the sea and knew that she had her wish.”

D “Her yellow hair had become golden petals.”
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413448 Choice - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

8. Which of the following best describes how Zaki and Clytie each feel about the sea?

A Zaki views the sea as ugly, while Clytie views it as beautiful.

B Zaki views the sea as a threat, while Clytie views it as peaceful.

C Zaki views the sea as his home, while Clytie views it as a strange place.

D Zaki views the sea as an opportunity, while Clytie views it as restrictive.

413478 Extended Text - Zaki’s Challenge; Clytie

9. You have read two passages about characters who seek happiness. One is a story and the 
other is a myth.

Write a brief essay comparing and contrasting how the authors develop important ideas 
about happiness. In your essay, be sure to:

• Explain the ways both main characters are seeking happiness.

• Compare and contrast how the authors help the reader understand the characters and 
their goals.

• Use specific details from both passages to support your comparison.
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Writing & Language
Directions
Today you will take a test in writing and language. For this test, you will read a passage and answer 
questions. Some questions might ask about how to improve the passage. Other questions might 
ask you to correct errors in the passage. Some of the questions may look different from test 
questions you have seen before, and some may ask about material that is new to you, but it is 
important to do your best. If you are not sure of the answer to a question, you should still try to 
answer it.

589512 Cluster, 589523 Shared Stimulus - Shared Stimulus

Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.

Installation Art
1. You have possibly seen tons of art in your life, whether it is in museums, on postcards, or 

in someone’s home. 2. But have you ever heard of installation art? 3. Instead of being limited to 
a frame, installation art usually uses a larger space. 4. Sometimes, an artist can turn an entire 
room into an unusual and puzzling work of art. 5. For example, artist Martin Creed designed an 
empty room in which the lights switched on and off every five seconds. 6. Other times, only part 
of a room is meant to be art. 7. Artist Nam June Paik created an electronic map of the United 
States using neon lights and televisions. 8. His art covers a wall at the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum.

9. One of the most important things to know about installation art is that it should be seen 
in person. 10. Installation artists create art that is meant to be experienced, so it is hard to 
completely understand them from a photograph or even a video. 11. Richard Serra makes giant, 
curving steel sculptures that viewers can walk through like hallways. 12. Another artist, José de 
Creeft, created a sculpture of a scene from Alice in Wonderland, a well-known nineteenth-century 
novel, in a large public park. 13. Different from a regular one, however, this one was built to be 
sat on and climbed through. 14. People of all ages can pretend to enter the famous story and 
imagine interacting with the setting and with its favorite characters. 15. This is why people who 
are interested should see installation art in the environment that it was designed for.

“Installation Art” © 2015 by Measured Progress.



18
eMPower_ME_17-18_G6_RID

GO ON

Grade 6 Writing & Language
419843 Choice - Installation Art

1. How should the underlined word in sentence 1 be changed to maintain the style of the 
passage?

A NO CHANGE

B a whole lot

C a great deal

D an excessive amount

419853 Choice - Installation Art

2. How should the underlined word in sentence 10 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B these artists

C their artwork

D the experiences

419845 Choice - Installation Art

3. The writer is deciding whether sentence 12 helps develop the topic of the second 
paragraph. Should the writer keep sentence 12?

A Yes, because it offers important details about the materials used to make 
installation art.

B Yes, because it provides an example of installation art that needs to be experienced.

C No, because it does not assist in the readers’ understanding of outdoor 
installation art.

D No, because it does not show how installation art can communicate popular stories.

419841 Choice - Installation Art

4. Which change makes the underlined portion of sentence 13 more precise?

A NO CHANGE

B Unlike a traditional sculpture,

C Unusual for this sort of thing,

D Contrary to the normal kind of sculpture,
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419859 Choice - Installation Art

5. How should the underlined word in sentence 14 be changed?

A NO CHANGE

B her

C our

D their

419847 Composite - Installation Art

This question has two parts. Be sure to answer both parts of the question.

6. Which choice would be the best to add as a concluding sentence for the passage?

A Even though installation art is all around, many people still do not know what it is.

B In an art gallery or a public park, installation art invites people not just to look at it, 
but to explore it.

C Installation art is also special because it is often only on display for a short period of 
time.

D Sometimes it seems as though installation art can have many different 
interpretations.

Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer to the previous question?

A “lights switched on and off every five seconds”

B “One of the most important things to know”

C “that viewers can walk through like hallways”

D “imagine interacting with the setting”
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Essay
Directions
Today you will take a test in writing. For this test, you will read two passages. You will then plan 
and develop an essay related to a prompt. It is important to do your best. If you are not sure 
exactly how to respond to the writing prompt, try to answer it the best you can.

497631 Cluster, 472269

Read the two passages. Then plan and develop an essay related to the prompt.

Passage 1

Which “Exotics” Make Good Pets?

 1  About 70 million households in the United States have at least one pet, according to a 
2015–2016 survey by the American Pet Products Association. Millions of these pets are 
considered to be “exotics,” animals that are from other countries or not usually kept as pets. 
The definition of exotics is loose. Most people think of large, wild animals when they think of 
exotics, like monkeys and tigers. However, smaller animals such as guinea pigs and fennec 
foxes can also be exotics.

 2  Animals in the first group can, of course, be dangerous. In fact, since 1990, there have 
been over 2,000 dangerous events involving exotic pets, according to Born Free USA, a 
group that aids wildlife. In addition, many of these animals live in social groups in the 
wild. When a single animal is taken as a pet, the animal does not have a social group. 
Take primates (apes, monkeys, and related species), for example. The Humane Society 
argues that because their needs are so advanced, these animals “endure lives of isolation, 
loneliness . . . and frustration” when they’re kept as pets.

 3  Some exotics, however, make great pets. According to PetHelpful, the best exotic pets 
have reasonable caging requirements, little or no smell, and good manners. They also 
have enrichment needs that are easy to meet. This means that they can be kept happy 
and mentally fit in captivity. Guinea pigs and rabbits, for example, are very common exotic 
pets today. They are trainable, do well in small spaces, and enjoy human company. Even a 
hissing cockroach can be a great companion to the right person!

“Which ‘Exotics’ Make Good Pets?” Copyright © 2016 by Measured Progress.
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Passage 2

Exotic Pets: What to Consider
 1  Exotic pets come in many shapes and sizes. They can be small fish or large cats. Each 

animal has different needs. Anyone considering becoming the owner of an exotic pet should 
learn as much as possible about such pets. A future owner should know the following: 

 2  Size—Some exotic pets such as fish, guinea pigs, or chinchillas require a small aquarium 
or cage. However, some exotic pets can become very large. Large cats may require as much 
as 4,500 square feet.

 3  Training—Monkeys and big cats need to be trained. It can take two years for monkeys to 
be fully trained. But beware! Both monkeys and big cats can still turn aggressive as adults. 
They will never play with people the way a cat or dog would. Animal expert Louis Dorfman 
explains that exotics respond strongly to small things that we take for granted. It is not 
always easy to know how they will act. Sometimes exotic pets are dangerous. 

 4  Laws—There are laws about owning exotic pets. These are for both the pets’ and people’s 
safety. These laws vary by state, and there are serious punishments for disobeying them.

 5  Still, exotics can be good pets. For example, many are safe for people with allergies.  
Dr. Katherine Quesenberry of New York City’s Animal Medical Center says hedgehogs can be 
good pets. These animals have quills rather than hair, so they do not shed.

 6  Some exotic pets—especially small ones such as fish or guinea pigs—make excellent 
companions for the right owner. As veterinarian Laurie Hess says, “Exotic pets are so 
different from cats and dogs that owning one can be an incredible learning experience.” For 
those people considering an exotic pet, careful research will help them choose the pet that’s 
right for them.

“Exotic Pets: What to Consider.” Copyright © 2016 by Measured Progress.
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STOP

472297

1. You have read two passages about exotic pets.

Write an argumentative essay about whether or not exotic animals should be kept as pets. 
In your essay, be sure to:

• Explain the main claim clearly in the introductory paragraph.

• Support the main claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence from both passages.

• Use linking and transition words and phrases to organize the essay and create a sense 
of wholeness.

• Provide a conclusion that supports the main claim and restates the argument.

After you have written your first draft, use the checklist below to revise your essay.

WRITER’S CHECKLIST
You have written a first draft of your essay. Use the following checklist to make 
corrections to your writing.

 r I identified my topic.

 r I clearly communicated my position.

 r I supported my position and arguments with specific evidence from the passages.

 r I organized the ideas in a logical way.

 r I used precise words and phrases to help make a convincing argument.

 r I used words and phrases to link my arguments with the evidence.

 r I used simple, compound, and complex sentences.

 r I used correct grammar.

 r I spelled words correctly.

 r I used correct punctuation.

 r I used quotation marks to show direct quotations from the passages.

 r I put the title of a passage in quotation marks when I quoted information from it.
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